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INCLUSION AND INTEGRATION GRANTS PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton - Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [2.16 pm]:  I am pleased 
to inform the house that nine community-based projects have been approved under the Carpenter government’s 
inclusion and integration grants program.  This program is one of the key initiatives flowing from the Council of 
Australian Governments’ national action plan that was established last year, and provides funding to innovative 
projects to counter social alienation and barriers to full participation in Western Australian society experienced 
by some members of our state’s newest migrant communities. 

ASeTTS, which is an acronym for Association for Services to Torture and Trauma Survivors, is based in Perth 
and is to be funded to operate a vacation program for refugee youth, mainly from the Sudanese and Middle 
Eastern communities.  The Western Australian Council of Social Service has received a grant for its building 
networks project, which is a training, mentoring and networking project to provide skills in community group 
management and governance and to develop new partnerships with other non-government organisations.  
Volunteering Western Australia and the Cockburn Volunteer Resource Centre will receive a grant for a Buddy 
Up for Youth program, matching 20 young migrant and refugee youths in the Cockburn area with volunteer 
mentors of their own age and gender.  The Muslim Women’s Support Centre in Victoria Park will receive a 
grant for its connecting communities program, which is a leadership training project to raise the confidence and 
personal leadership skills of 60 newly arrived migrants.  A project grant to the Ishar Multicultural Centre for 
Women’s Health in Mirrabooka will facilitate a Getting Connected program to empower 20 teenage girls from 
diverse backgrounds to take charge of their own lives, develop links with the wider community and be future 
leaders.  The Leeuwin Ocean Adventure Foundation in Fremantle is being supported to provide youth 
scholarships to 72 young people from diverse backgrounds to learn sailing and leadership skills aboard the tall 
ship Leeuwin II.  The Fremantle Migrant Advisory Association will receive funds for a multicultural men’s 
support program to provide education, support and advocacy for local men facing difficulties with settlement, 
unemployment or family issues.  The Gosnells Community Legal Centre will receive a grant for its Our Strong 
People project, which is designed to develop knowledge on financial management, tenancy and family law - all 
essential life skills in a new culture.  The Edmund Rice Centre in Mirrabooka will run a three-day sports 
leadership camp for teenagers from the northern suburbs.  The camp participants will gain accreditation as 
Sportsfun coaches, and have 20 hours of practical experience coaching younger children - again developing 
leadership skills that will have long-term benefits for participants and, indeed, for the wider community. 

The nature of these grants reinforces the program’s aims of supporting community organisations and promoting 
active citizenship among WA’s minority groups.  The first round of grants in this program totals almost 
$140 000.  The second round of inclusion and integration grants will be announced in early 2007.  Western 
Australia is one of the most successful migrant societies in the world, and through these grants, the Carpenter 
government is making an investment in the future stability, cohesion and prosperity of all our people. 
 


